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‘It is the responsibility
of each member of the
House of Representatives
to listen, ask questions
and decide what is in the
best interest for Ohio.
There is no magic to
conducting the people’s
business, just hard
work and each citizen’s
concern.’’

Vern Riffe

Speaker

Ohio House of

Representatives



Majority Leadership, Majority Whip Tom Fries, Speaker ProTem
Barney Quilter, Floor Leader William L. Mallory, Speaker Vern Riffe,

Assistant Floor Leader Patrick Sweeney.

The Ohio House of Representatives

Ohio House of Representatives

has 99 members, elected every two
years from 99 individual districts.
The House is one side of the leg-
islative branch which, along with
the judicial and executive branches
of Ohio government, is provided for
in the Constitution of the State

of Ohio. The other side of the
legislative branch is the Ohio
Senate. Together, these two legisla-
tive bodies form the Ohio General
Assembly, literally a ‘‘general
assembly’’ of the representatives of
the people of Ohio.

All 99 members of the House come
up for election every even-numbered
year. In the case of the members of
the House of the present 112th Gen-
eral Assembly, the election was in
1976 for a term which includes

all of 1977-78.

g 1

Minority Leadership, Minority Leader Charles F.
Kurfess, Minority Whip Alan Norris, Assistant
Minority Leader Norman A. Murdock.

The House members elect a
presiding officer, called the Speaker
of the House. They also elect a
Speaker Pro Tempore to preside in
case of the Speaker’s absence, and
“floor leaders’ and ‘‘assistant floor
leaders’ of both the majority and
minority parties.

The House, since it is part of the
branch of government which makes
the state’s laws, also makes its
own rules and hires statutory
officers and employees to carry on
its administrative and clerical
business—all part of the organiza-
tion needed to face the respon-
sibilities of making laws for all
Ohio citizens.
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The Business of the House

The business of the Ohio House of
Representatives is the sum of all

of the state’s laws. The House mem-
bers work on new laws and old
laws, continually responding to the
changing needs of citizens and cir-
cumstances. The duties of each
member by no means end when he
or she leaves the Statehouse. The
responsibility to assist individual
constituents with their problems is
an important aspect of the job.

The House cannot make a law by
itself. It takes passage by the House,
the Senate and a signature from
the Governor (or a vote overriding
the Governor’s veto) before a law
can be created or altered. Prior to
that, the proposed new laws are
called ‘‘'bills’’, and the 99 members
of the House discuss, debate and
decide on the shape of these bills
with the aid of a system of com-
mittees and procedures.

Any House member can introduce

a new bill. Once that happens, the
title of the bill is announced on the
floor of the House and the bill is
sent to the Reference Committee.
The House includes 18 Standing
Committees, one of which is
selected by the Reference Committee
to consider the bill.

The real work of the House of
Representatives is carried out in
the various standing committees.
Public hearings are held to accu-
mulate all pertinent information.
Research, discussion, and amend-
ments by committee members con-
tribute to the shape of the bill.
Sometimes a special sub-committee
is entrusted with this work.

If the committee concludes its
investigation of the bill with a vote
to recommend passage by the full
House, the bill moves to the House
Rules Committee for scheduling. At
the designated date, the bill then
returns to the floor of the House for
debate, possible amendment and a
final vote.



The size of the House necessitates

a sophisticated electronic tally
system for recording and tabulating
votes. Green lights are triggered by
‘‘yea’’ votes, and red lights appear
representing the ‘‘nay’’ votes. The
Legislative Clerk operates the
system, under the direction of the
Speaker of the House.

When a bill passes the full House,
it is sent to the Senate, and vice
versa. Passage through both sides
of the legislative branch sends the
bill to the Governor for his consid-
eration. When the proposed legisla-
tion has passed both parts of the
General Assembly it is known as
an “‘act’. The Governor’s signature
can make it law, but even if the
Governor vetoes the act it can still
become law. In that case, however,
the House must pass the bill again,
this time with at least three-fifths
of its members voting ‘‘yea’’. If the
Senate does the same, the bill
becomes law despite the Governor’s
action.







The State House Rotunda

I want to thank you for the interest
you have demonstrated in the
General Assembly by reading this
brochure. As Speaker I am the
presiding officer of the House of
Representatives. It is an important
task and one in which I am proud
to serve. That pride stems from the
fact that it is your House over
which I preside and the members
are your most direct voice in

State Government.

Collectively, the members of the
Ohio House of Representatives are
proud of our independence as a
branch of your government and our
responsiveness to you, the people
of Ohio.

S Speaker Vern Riffe
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