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Stark County Bar Association.  She is currently serving as Co-Chairperson of the Stark County 
Bar Association Elder Law committee and is an active member of the Probate Practice 
Committee. Jennifer is a member of the Special Needs Alliance, a national, non-profit 
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OHIO’S

stableaccount.com

ABLE PLAN

ABLE Accounts do not affect eligibility for benefits programs

ABLE Act of 2014 created savings and 
investment accounts for individuals with 
disabilities

WHAT IS ABLE?

SSI Medicaid

ABLE Accounts have hybrid 
functionality

WHAT IS ABLE?

529 College 
Savings

Checking 
Account

Special Needs 
Trust

+ +
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STABLE is Ohio’s ABLE Plan

WHAT IS STABLE?

Administered by the Ohio Treasurer’s 
office

Launched June 1, 2016

First and Largest ABLE Plan in the 
nation

Account is owned 
by the individual 
with the disability

BENEFITS OF STABLE ACCOUNTS

May qualify for 
multiple tax benefits
each year

New
Investment 
Opportunities

OWNERSHIP TAX BENEFITSFINANCIAL 
INDEPENDENCE

To see who qualifies for a STABLE Account,
take our eligibility quiz at stableaccount.com ELIGIBILITY

Individuals with disabilities that occurred prior to age 26

PLUS ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

Eligible to receive SSI or SSDI due to disability; or

Condition listed on SSA’s “List of Compassionate Allowances 
Conditions”; or

Self‐certification
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WHAT IS SELF‐CERTIFICATION? ELIGIBILITY

Condition has lasted or is expected to last for at least 
1 year

Need diagnosis of a physical or mental impairment that 
causes “marked and severe functional limitations”

Do not need to send in written diagnosis, but must 
have on hand

1

2

3

Free online enrollment

ENROLLMENT

Quick & easy – approx. 20 
minutes
$50 minimum opening 
deposit

Can be done by either:

Individual with disability (Beneficiary)

Authorized Legal Representative 
(parent, guardian, power of attorney)

or

Travis Dresbach
STABLE Account Enrollee

Questions & Answers
• What is a STABLE Account

• Eligibility

• Enrollment
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FUNDING YOUR ACCOUNT

EFT
ELECTRONIC FUNDS 

TRANSFER

CHECK
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FUNDING YOUR ACCOUNT

System automatically rejects excess contributions

Up to $27,490 per 
year

IF EMPLOYED

$15,000 per year 
from all sources

IF NOT EMPLOYED

$482,000 balance 
limit

LIFETIME LIMIT

FUNDING YOUR ACCOUNT

System automatically rejects excess contributions

$15,000 per year from all sources

IF NOT EMPLOYED

FUNDING YOUR ACCOUNT

System automatically rejects excess contributions

Up to $27,490 per year

IF EMPLOYED

$15,000 + wages up to an additional $12,490    
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FUNDING YOUR ACCOUNT

System automatically rejects excess contributions

$482,000 balance limit

LIFETIME LIMIT

SEND

RECEIVE

ADVANTAGES

RECORD KEEPING

An eGift event sends out emails to friends 
and family for special eventseGift EVENTS

Gifts will not affect 
benefits

Send request to friends 
and family for special 
events

Contributions go directly 
into STABLE Account

System tracks contributors 
for sending thank you notes

INVESTMENT OPTIONS
Choose from:

 Four Vanguard mutual funds that range 
from aggressive to conservative 

 One principal‐protected FDIC‐Insured option

GROWTH

MODERATE GROWTH

CONSERVATIVE GROWTH

INCOME

BANKSAFE

TOTAL ALLOCATIONS

GROWTH

MODERATE GROWTH

CONSERVATIVE GROWTH

INCOME

BANKSAFE

TOTAL ALLOCATIONS

GROWTH

MODERATE GROWTH

CONSERVATIVE GROWTH

INCOME

BANKSAFE

TOTAL ALLOCATIONS

100%

100% 100% 100%  

20%

20%

20%

20%

20%

10%

25%

5%

40%

20%
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Questions & Answers
• Funding an account

• eGift

• Saving & investing options

Withdrawals must be used on 
“Qualified Disability Expenses”

SPENDING YOUR FUNDS

Help maintain or improve health, independence, or quality of lifeMust relate to the disability

Housing & Rent Basic Living Expenses Transportation Education

Assistive Technology Financial Management Health & Wellness Legal Fees

+

and many more…

Transfer to personal 
checking or savings

SPENDING FROM YOUR ACCOUNT

Pay with a Third‐Party 
Check

CHECKING & SAVINGS THIRD‐PARTY

Transfer onto STABLE 
Card

THE STABLE CARD

STABLE will not ask what you spend on, but benefits agencies and IRS can

Free Withdrawals + No Limits
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THE 
STABLE CARD

Does not pull directly 
from account

Online spending records 
and annotated expenses

No overdraft, no cash 
access, limiting of 
merchants

Notifications to monitor 
spending, low balances

LOADABLE

TRACKS EXPENSES

PROTECTIONS

ALERTS

The STABLE Card is a loadable/prepaid 
debit card that can be used anywhere 
Visa is accepted

STABLE CARD

SSI CONSIDERATIONS Supplemental Security Income

If you hold on to the money from one calendar month to the next, 
then housing expenditures count as resources

Balances over $100,000 count as a resource – but SSI merely 
suspended, not terminated 

Beneficiary’s own wages still count as income even if contributed to 
STABLE Account

1

2

3
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Questions & Answers
• Qualified Disability Expenses (QDEs)

• Spending from the account

• SSI Considerations

Account will pass to the account holder’s estate

IF ACCOUNT HOLDER PASSES AWAY

The estate administrator notifies STABLE and can take over 
account access

No designated transfer upon death

If the beneficiary does not have a will then account will go through 
normal probate process

LIMITATIONS

OUTSTANDING BILLS

DEDUCTIONS

FUNERAL EXPENSES

Deduct Medicaid Buy‐In 
premiums you paid

Medicaid Payback is only from 
date the account was opened

Pay any outstanding 
bills for QDEs

Pay for funeral and 
burial expenses

Money in a STABLE Account is better protected from 
Medicaid payback than money in other accountsMEDICAID SERVICES

Medicaid can ask for payback in some cases, but there are protections: 
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There is a minimal cost for owning 
a STABLE AccountACCOUNT COST

Ohio Residents
$2.50 ($30 Annually)

Monthly Maintenance Fees Asset‐Based Fees

All other states
$3.50 ($42 Annually)

Ohio Residents
Between 0.19% and 0.33%

All other states
Between 0.45% and 0.59%

STABLE ACCOUNT & SPECIAL NEEDS TRUSTS

Complementary tools that can be 
used together

Trusts can be written or 
amended for distributions to 
STABLE Accounts

Trusts can accept unlimited 
cash and non‐cash assets 

Unique STABLE Account benefits

Broader spending power 
(i.e. housing and food)

 State tax deduction for STABLE contributions

No federal or state income tax on earnings

Can be established, administered and owned 
by an individual with a disability

Questions & Answers
• Medicaid 

• Account costs

• Special Needs Trusts
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team@stableaccount.com

CUSTOMER SERVICE

1‐800‐439‐1653

Monday ‐ Friday
9 am ‐ 8 pm EST

stableaccount.com

WE’RE HERE TO HELP!

CUSTOMER SERVICE INFORMATION

Find us on Facebook
@stableaccount

SPREAD THE MESSAGE

Find us on Twitter
@stableaccount
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Open your account online at 
www.stableaccount.com

Enroll online at stableaccount.com

1 2 3

CREATE 
AN ACCOUNT

FUND 
YOUR ACCOUNT

SAVE, 
INVEST & SPEND

Open your account with 
as little as $50

Balances and distributions do not 
affect needs-based financial aid 

such as Medicaid or SSI

Subject to some limitations

FINALLY...
YOU CAN SAVE MONEY 
AND KEEP YOUR BENEFITS
STABLE Accounts allow individuals with disabilities the ability to save 
and invest without losing benefits such as Medicaid or SSI.

GETTING STARTED...

Go to stableaccount.com and follow the steps below:

Robert Sprague 
ohio treasurer
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ELIGIBILITY
Individuals who developed disabilities before the age of 
26 may be eligible to open an account.

Take our Eligibility Quiz on stableaccount.com to see 
if you or someone you know qualifies.

SAVING AND INVESTING
DIVERSE CHOICES
You can put your money in up to five different saving 
and investment options, including four mutual fund 
based options and a FDIC-insured savings option.

TAX-FREE EARNINGS
Investment earnings are tax-free when used to pay for 
qualified expenses.

EASY ONLINE ACCESS
Monitor your investments, make contributions, and 
request withdrawals all online.

QUALIFIED EXPENSES
Use the money in your STABLE account to pay for 
disability-related expenses.

Basic Living 
Expenses

$$

$$

Housing Transportation

EducationAssistive 
Technology

Employment
Training

Legal FeesHealth & 
Wellness

Financial 
Management

THE STABLE CARD
Participants can request their own STABLE Card that 
can be used to spend STABLE funds and track qualified 
expenses.

STABLE Accounts are not guaranteed or insured by the Ohio Treasurer’s Office, the State of Ohio, any state 
agency or subdivision thereof, or their authorized agents or affiliates. You could lose money by investing in 
a STABLE Account. Consider investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses before investing. Non-Ohio 
taxpayers or residents should consider whether their home state plan offers any benefits not available through 
STABLE Account. Before you open an account, you should carefully read and understand the STABLE Account 
Plan Disclosure Statement and Participation Agreement.

For more information, visit 
stableaccount.com 

or call 1-800-439-1653 

Enroll online at stableaccount.com
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What is STABLE? 

 A STABLE Account is an investment account that allows qualified individuals with disabilities to

save and invest money without losing eligibility for certain public benefit programs including, but

not limited to, Medicaid or SSI.

 STABLE Accounts are made possible by the federal Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE)

Act passed by Congress in 2014.

 STABLE Accounts, administered by the State of Ohio Treasurer’s Office, launched June 1, 2016.

Ohio was the first state in the nation to launch an ABLE program.

 STABLE Accounts are similar to a 529 college savings account and can work alongside Special

Needs Trusts.  They also function similar to a regular checking account.

What are the Benefits? 

 STABLE Accounts provide financial independence and empowerment for individuals with

disabilities by dramatically increasing the ability to save and invest.

 Before, individuals with disabilities could only save $2,000 before losing needs-based benefits.

 Now, STABLE Accounts allow individuals with disabilities to save and invest up to $15,000

annually without affecting eligibility for certain public benefits programs.

 Account funds are used on Qualified Disability Expenses including: education, housing,

transportation, healthcare, assistive technology, employment needs, basic living expenses, etc.

 Earnings on a STABLE Account grow tax-free and are not subject to federal income tax, so long

as they are spent on Qualified Disability Expenses.

Who is Eligible? 

 An “Eligible Individual” is someone whose disability began before the age of 26, has been living

with their disability for at least one year, or expects their disability to last for at least a year.

 An individual must also do one of the following: 1. Be eligible for SSI or SSDI; 2. Have a

condition listed on the Social Security Administration’s List of Compassionate Allowances

Conditions; or 3. Self-Certify their diagnosis.

 Visit stableaccount.com/eligibility/ to take the quick and easy eligibility quiz to learn more.

What is the STABLE Card? 

 The STABLE Card is a debit card participants can use to easily spend money from a STABLE

Account. It is available at no cost to all STABLE Account holders.

 The STABLE Card is a loadable debit card. Individuals can take specific amounts of money from

their STABLE Account and load it onto their STABLE Card for Qualified Disability Expenses.

How do I Enroll? 

 A STABLE Account can be opened by a qualifying person with a disability or an Authorized

Legal Representative (ALR). An ALR is a parent, guardian of an eligible individual, or a

designated Power of Attorney.

 Online enrollment is free. Account set up and enrollment is done online at stableaccount.com.
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https://www.specialneedsalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/2018-Trustee-Handbook.pdf
https://www.specialneedsalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/2018-Trustee-Handbook.pdf
https://www.specialneedsalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/2018-Trustee-Handbook.pdf




No, and
 never will

HouseMotor 
vehicle

Burial 
Plan

Personal 
property

d4C 
Pooled  

SNT 
Repay all 
Medicaid 
received 

over 
lifetime, or 

money 
stays with 
non-profit 

trustee

ABLE 
Account 

Repay  
Medicaid 
received 

since 
ABLE 

Account 
opened

Estate 
Recovery 
Only repay 
Medicaid  
received 
after age 
55 and for 
institutional 
care at any 

age

d4A 
SNT 

Repay all 
Medicaid 
received 

over 
lifetime

Yes

Yes No

Is person receiving means-
tested public assistance?

Whose assets?

Not the person's
(from a third party)

The 
person's

Use Third Party-Settled SNT

Custom 
Drafted 
Third 
Party-
Settled
SNT 

Join Third 
Party-
Settled 
Pooled 
SNT

Join 
Pooled 

d4C SNT

Custom 
Drafted 

d4A SNT
Consider spending, 
ABLE account, and 

pooled SNT

How much money? 

Disability 
begin 

before 26?

Did the person receive Medicaid 
before age 55?

Consider impact of Medicaid 
repayment at death of the person

Can't 
Use 

ABLE 
Acct

Can 
Use 

ABLE 
Acct

Special Needs Decision Making Flowchart
September 2019

Copyright  2019  Craig C. Reaves 
- All Rights Reserved

NoYes

Institutional 
Medicaid?

Yes

No

Consider Medicaid Repayment

Is the person 
55 or older?

Yes No

Lifetime Gift

Pay for services, Buy 
exempt assets, Add to 
ABLE account, Give to 

pooled SNT, or

Gift at Death 

Does the person/beneficiary 
have a Guardian?

Yes No

Guardian can 
establish 

Trust. Should 
get court 
approval

Does beneficiary have 
sufficient intellectual 

capacity to execute Trust?   
Or a DPA agent?

Yes No

Beneficiary or 
DPA agent can 
establish Trust

Does beneficiary have 
parent or grandparent 

willing to help?

Yes No

Parent or 
Grandparent 
can establish 

Trust

Should first put money from 
Parent or Grandparent into 

Trust to "seed" and properly 
"establish" Trust

Must 
petition 
court to 

establish 
Trust

Self-Settled SNT

YesNo

Can use 
Self-Settled 
SNT (d4A 

or d4C)

Can't use 
d4A SNT; 

May be able 
to use d4C 

SNT

Is the person 
under age 65?

Transfer 
penalty

Consume?

Convert to exempt?

No transfer 
penalty

Pay 
debts

Travel & 
entertain

Yes No
Medical 
& dental 

care

Consider ABLE 
account and self-

settled SNT

Services 
& other 
items

 Give away?

Do not give cash

What is the person's life 
expectancy? 

Small Amount Large Amount

Child, blind or disabled, or sole 
benefit trust for child
Trust for disabled person under 65
Spouse, or for spouse's sole benefit
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• 

• 

The information contained in this program is a general summary of the law and should not 
be used to solve individual problems as slight changes in the fact situation may require a 
material variance in the applicable legal advice. 

Jennifer Lile, Esq., CELA 
2019-20 President, Special Needs Alliance 

Certified Specialist in Estate Planning, Trust & Probate Law* 
& Certified Elder Law Attorney** 

Krugliak, Wilkins, Griffiths & Dougherty Co., L.P.A. 
4775 Munson Street NW 

Canton, OH 44735 
330-497-0700

jlile@kwgd.com 

*by the Ohio State Bar Association
**by the National Elder Law Foundation as accredited by the American Bar Association, and 

by the OSBA
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